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12. On September 13, 1999, R Johnson stole merchandise from the Reitmans store in 
[Location Redacted]. On approximately October 20, 1999, she was arrested for stealing 
this merchandise. (Exhibits 4 and 8)

13. On January 31, 2000, R Johnson plead guilty to and was convicted of two summary 
offences under the Criminal Code of Canada. (Exhibits 4 and 8) 

PENALTY 

The hearing committee of the Professional Conduct Committee imposes the following penalty on 
Rita Sharon Johnson 
I. that R Johnson be given a letter of severe reprimand;
2. that R Johnson's membership in The Alberta Teachers' Association be suspended;
3. . that a recommendation be made to the minister of learning to suspend R Johnson's teaching

certificate;
4. that R Johnson be involved in an active therapy and/or treatment program to address the

psychological conditions contributing to her shoplifting; and
5. that reinstatement of membership in The Alberta Teachers' Association and

recommendation for reinstatement of R Johnson's teaching certificate be dependent upon
receipt of a letter from a psychiatrist stating that the psychological conditions contributing
to her criminal behavior have been treated and that R Johnson is mentally and physically
capable of returning to teaching.

REASONS FOR PENALTY 

1. Society has an expectation that teachers will conduct themselves in a manner that maintains
honor and dignity in the profession.

2. Parents expect that teachers will be trustworthy.

3. By engaging in criminal actions, R Johnson tarnished the image of the teaching profession.

4. R Johnson's actions received widespread community and media attention.

5. R Johnson expressed remorse and accepted responsibility for her actions.

6. R Johnson apologized for her actions.






